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Safe Drinking Water Parameters Request Sheet 
 

Organics 
 
The compounds regulated under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) are listed on one page due to the 
extensive lists and numerous methodologies involved.  Use the Other space to write in any parameter not 
listed.  Also, if chlorinated water is sampled, bottles must be preserved in a non-routine manner.  Please 
notify the lab and obtain properly preserved bottles on any drinking water sampling event.  
 
Routine SDWA Extractables 
 
The following groups of parameter or individual compounds are easily analyzed and require few 
extractions. 
 
• Cl Pesticides/PCBs – 508; Holding time:  7 days to extract. 
• N/P Pesticides – 507; Holding time:  7 days to extract. 
• Cl Acids – 515.2; Holding time:  7 days to extract. 
• PAH's Method 550 - includes naphthalene and benzo(a)pyrene.  (This group should have been 

designated in a gray area with bold print on the Safe Drinking Water Parameters Request Sheet but 
was not. In addition, naphthalene should be included in the volatile list for lowest detection limits.  
These corrections will be made on the next printing of the forms.) Holding time:  7 days to extract; 
30 days to analyze. 

• Adipate, Phthalates – 525 
 
To collect for the above compounds: 

Water: One 1-gallon amber bottle, teflon-lined cap. 
 
Non-Routine SDWA Extractables 
 
The following SDWA extractable parameters are difficult to analyze and require many extractions and 
various bottle preparations.  If you need to collect for these compounds, call the laboratory before 
collection. Bottles for these analyses are not kept in stock.  The sample containers must be fresh to 
eliminate sample contamination and ensure proper preservation.  Also, some parameters require special 
collection and handling techniques. 
 
• Carbamates - 531.1 
• Glyphosate - Method 547 
• Endothall - Method 548.1 
• Dalapon - Method 552.1 
• Diquat – 549.1 
 
SDWA Volatile Parameters 
 
The following group or parameters are volatile compounds and are collected in four 40-ml amber vials, 
teflon-lined, septa cap, no headspace. 
 
• SDWA Volatiles - 524.2; Holding time:  14 days 
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Safe Drinking Water Parameters Request Sheet (Continued) 
 

Inorganics 
 
Definitions and Requirements for Testing 
 
The primary and secondary drinking water parameters are listed in the “SAFE DRINKING WATER 
PARAMETER” form, page VI - 21.  These parameters include a mix of general inorganic tests and 
metals.  The general inorganic tests have many different collection and preservation requirements. It is 
important to pay close attention to the chart because of the variety of tests and their collection 
requirements. Bottle types, preservatives, and holding times vary. Be aware of the tests that you need 
and make sure you have the proper collection vessels before going into the field. The laboratory will 
assist you by supplying the necessary vessels. Refer to Chart V - 2 Inorganic Chemistry:  Sample 
Containers, Preservatives, and Holding Times 
,  
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